




2009 Oak Ridge Regional Emergency Management Forum 
“Planning & Recovery – Before & After Emergencies” 

 
 

FORUM AGENDA 
 
GENERAL SESSION 
 8:00 a.m.  Registration, Networking, Interior and Exterior Exhibits Open 
 
 9:00 a.m.  Opening General Session 
  Robert Brown, Deputy Manager, U.S. Department of Energy, Oak Ridge Office 
  Ted Sherry, Manager, National Nuclear Security Administration, Y-12 Site Office 
  Major General James Bassham (Ret.), Director, Tennessee Emergency Management Agency 
 
 9:10 a.m. Host Welcome and Forum Moderator 
  Mark Robinson, Leader, Emergency Management Team, DOE Oak Ridge Office 
 
 9:15 a.m. Keynote Topic – Pandemic Planning and Recovery on the Regional and Local Levels 
  Dr. Martha Buchanan, Medical Director, Knox County Health Department 
  Tamara Chavez-Lindell, Regional Epidemiologist, East Tennessee Regional Health Office 
 
 10:15 a.m. 15 Minute Break 
 
 10:30 a.m. Oak Ridge Reservation Site Briefings 
  Oak Ridge Reservation – Mark Robinson, DOE Oak Ridge Office 
  East Tennessee Technology Park – Tony Hart, Bechtel Jacobs Company LLC 
  Y-12 National Security Complex – Robert Gee, B & W Technical Services Y-12, LLC 
  Oak Ridge National Laboratory – David Milan & Dirk Van Hoesen, UT-Battelle LLC 
  
 11:30 a.m. Instructions on Lunch (on your own) and Afternoon Break-Out Sessions 
  Mark Robinson, Leader, Emergency Management Team, DOE Oak Ridge Office 
 
AFTERNOON BREAK-OUT SESSIONS 

NOTE: Exhibitors will be offering demonstrations throughout the day. A list of exhibitors is in the Forum Program. 

TIME PLANNING TRACK RECOVERY TRACK 

1:00 – 2:00 New Initiatives, New Partnering from the 
American Red Cross 
 
Speaker: Scott Chippendale, Disaster Services 
Chairman, Appalachian Chapter of the ARC 
Speaker: Mary Beth Birge, Director of Disaster 
Services, Knoxville Area Chapter of the ARC 
 
Location:  Conference Room 203 A&B 

The TVA Fly Ash Spill – Response and Recovery 
Operations 
 
Speaker: Howie Rose, Director, Roane County Office of 
Emergency Services and Homeland Security 
Speaker: Dr. Neil Carriker, Environmental Advisor, TVA 
Fly Ash Recovery Project 
 
Location:  Auditorium 

2:00 - 2:30 BREAK BREAK 
2:30 – 3:30 Transportation of Radiological Hazardous 

Materials 
 
Speaker: Elgan Usrey, Assistant Director, 
Preparedness, TEMA 
Speaker: Zeke Vanderpool, Federal 
Officer/Liaison, NNSA/Eastern Command 
 
Location:  Conference Room 203 A&B 

Emergency Planning, Response, and Recovery in 
Tennessee Public Schools 
 
Speaker: Brian Browning, Emergency Management 
Coordinator, University of Tennessee – Knoxville  
Speaker: Steve Griffin, Chief Security Officer, Knox 
County, Tennessee Schools 
 
Location:  Auditorium 

 
Reminder:   Please complete the evaluation form located at the back of this program.
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Breakout Session Summaries 
 
 
1:00 – 2:00 p.m. 

 
NEW INITIATIVES, NEW PARTNERING FROM THE AMERICAN RED CROSS 
 

This presentation focuses on several new American Red Cross (ARC) initiatives and partnering 
activities that have been implemented since the response to the Hurricane Katrina event. Mr. Scott 
Chippendale and Ms. Mary Beth Birge, both veteran responders and East Tennessee ARC leaders 
will describe these new initiatives and partnering efforts. 
 
 

THE TVA FLY ASH SPILL – RESPONSE AND RECOVERY OPERATIONS 
 

Mr. Howie Rose, Director of the Roane County Office of Emergency Services and Homeland 
Security and Dr. Neil Carriker, Environmental Advisor for the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) 
Fly Ash Recovery Project will describe the Kingston Steam Plant fly ash spill event. Mr. Rose will 
offer information on the County’s response to the event. Dr. Carriker will discuss the initial response 
monitoring and the current monitoring program. Dr. Carriker will address the current priorities for 
recovery operations and offer a status report on the progress to date.  

 
2:30 – 3:30 p.m. 
 
TRANSPORTATION OF RADIOLOGICAL HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
 

Two speakers, representing two completely different agencies, will describe the things that occur with 
the transportation of radiological hazardous materials over our state’s highway systems.  
Mr Elgan Usrey, Assistant Director, Preparedness for the Tennessee Emergency Management 
Agency, will provide an overview of the Waste Isolation Pilot Program (WIPP) involving the 
transportation and disposition of Transuranic (TRU) Waste. Mr. Zeke Vanderpool, representing the 
National Nuclear Security Administration’s (NNSA) Office of Secure Transportation (OST), will 
describe the organizational structure, functions, and operations of the Office of Secure 
Transportation. 
 
 

EMERGENCY PLANNING, RESPONSE, AND RECOVERY IN TENNESSEE PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 
 
 Two speakers will focus on this subject. One speaker represents a large, county, public school system 

and the other represents a very well-known, state-funded, post-secondary educational institution. Mr. 
Brian Browning (UT-K) and Mr. Steve Griffin (Knox County Schools) will focus on the state of 
school safety and security before the Columbine High School and Virginia Tech tragedies, after the 
Columbine High School and Virginia Tech tragedies, and what both educational systems are doing to 
ensure the presence of safe and secure educational institutional environments. 
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Welcome from the Sponsors, Host, and Forum Moderator 
 

Robert Brown, Deputy Manager 
Department of Energy, Oak Ridge Office 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Major General James Bassham (Ret.), Director 
Tennessee Emergency Management Agency 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ted Sherry, Manager, Y-12 Site Office 
National Nuclear Security Administration 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hosted by UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY OAK RIDGE OFFICE 
Mark Robinson, Leader, Emergency Management Team 
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Pandemic Planning and Recovery on the 

Regional and Local Levels 
 

Dr. Martha Buchanan, Medical Director 
Knox County Public Health Department 

Phone: (865) 215-5315 
Email:  martha.buchanan@knoxcounty.org 

And 
Tamara Chavez-Lindell, Regional Epidemiologist 

East Tennessee Regional health Office 
Phone: (865) 549-5301 

Email:  Tamara.Chavez-Lindell@tn.gov 
 
Dr. Martha Buchanan is Medical Director for the Knox County Health Department. She is responsible for 
medical oversight of all the Health Department clinics which see more than 50 thousand patients each year, as 
well as ensuring compliance with all applicable laws, rules, regulations, policies and procedures. She also directs 
and evaluates epidemiological investigations and health studies, and coordinates and supervises disease outbreak 
interventions. Dr. Buchanan joined the Knox County Health Department in 2004 as the Assistant Medical director 
and was promoted to her current position in 2006.  Dr. Buchanan received her undergraduate degree from Carson 
Newman College and took her initial set of skills to the James H Quillen College of Medicine in the medical 
school at East Tennessee State University. She completed her residency at the University of North Dakota Family 
Practice Residency in Minot, North Dakota. She is Board Certified in Family Practice.  
 
Tamara Chavez-Lindell is the Regional Epidemiologist for the East Tennessee Regional Health Office. She has 
primary responsibility for analyzing daily syndromic surveillance data and assists communicable disease staff in 
investigating disease outbreaks. She brings many years of experience as an editor and translator to the position 
and is frequently called upon to provide health updates to community leaders and local agencies. Additionally, 
she assists with planning emergency response activities and provides epidemiology-related training to regional 
and county staff. A native of California’s agricultural Central Valley, Tamara completed her undergraduate degree 
at the University of California Berkeley before going on to join the Peace Corps. She served in Ecuador for three 
years. She received her Master’s degree in Public Health from Tulane University School of Public Health and 
Tropical Medicine. Following her graduation from Tulane, she worked in the Health Statistics Department of the 
Louisiana Office of Public Health as an editor of Vital Statistics Reports.  
 
Novel H1N1 Influenza: The Public Health Response 

1. Overview of disease 
2. Epidemiology of disease 
3. Vaccination priority groups 
4. Disease prevention/vaccination 
5. Local Knox County response 
6. East Tennessee Regional Health Office response 
7. Tennessee Department of Health response 
8. Surveillance/Sentinel Provide Network 
9. Community response 

   
 References 

 www.flu.gov 
 http://health.state.tn.us/H1N1.htm 
 www.knoxcounty.org/flu  
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Oak Ridge Reservation Site Briefings 
 

ORR Site Overview 
 
 

Mark Robinson, Leader 
Emergency Management Team, DOE 

Phone:  (865) 576-9725 
E-mail:  robinsonms@oro.doe.gov 

 

 
 
Mark Robinson has applied his background in nuclear engineering and radiation protection to the field of 
emergency management. With an undergraduate degree in Nuclear Engineering and a Master of Science degree in 
Radiation Protection, Mark began his career with the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA). During his time with 
TVA, management asked Mark to develop a consequence assessment process which he did. He then subsequently 
applied this same process for over ten years as a member of the TVA emergency response organization. 
 
Mr. Robinson took advantage of an opportunity to transfer his skills to the Department of Energy Oak Ridge 
Office. Mark was assigned to oversee various ORNL projects and for seven years this assignment allowed him to 
participate in walk-downs and assessments of ORNL nuclear facilities. This assignment also enabled him to apply 
his knowledge of ORNL nuclear facilities during several drills, exercises, and emergency events at ORNL. His 
experience in responding to drills, exercises, and events also included several East Tennessee Technology Park 
(ETTP) facilities. Mr. Robinson has given more than fifteen years of his career to the DOE Emergency 
Management System and serves on the DOE Region 2 Radiological Assistance Program (RAP) as a back-up to 
the Regional Response Coordinator and serves as a RAP Team Leader during deployments. Since 2004, Mr. 
Robinson has served as the Leader of the DOE ORO Emergency Management Team. He is eminently familiar 
with DOE field office emergency operations.  
 
Overview of the DOE Oak Ridge Reservation 

 Overall concept of emergency management on the DOE Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR)  
 An introduction to the differences between normal operations, reportable events, and emergencies 
 Types of events that could occur on the DOE ORR 
 An introduction to the ORR Emergency Planning Zone 
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Oak Ridge Reservation Site Briefings 
 

ETTP Site Overview 
 
 

Tony Hart, Program Manager 
Emergency Management program 

Bechtel Jacobs Company LLC 
Phone:  (865) 574-8171 

E-mail:  hartte@bechteljacobs.org 
 
 
Tony Hart began his career in the United States Coast Guard (USCG).  He received a Bachelor of Science in 
Management from the USCG Academy and a Master’s Degree in Transportation Engineering from Seattle 
University.  He served as a commissioned officer in the U.S. Coast Guard for 20 years, rising to the rank of 
Commander. Most of Mr. Hart’s career was spent in the Port Safety, Port Security, and Commercial Vessel Safety 
Program.  Upon retirement from military service in 1991, he returned to East Tennessee and started a new career 
at the Department of Energy’s K-25 Site working in the Environmental Compliance Program for Martin Marietta 
Energy Systems.  He is currently the Emergency Management Program Manager for Bechtel Jacobs Company 
LLC, a position he has held for the past 10 years. 
 
ETTP Site Overview 

 Overview of the ETTP Site 
 Status of the Decontamination and Decommissioning (D&D) efforts at ETTP 
 Status of ETTP site tenants and facilities 
 Status of continuing transition efforts 
 Status on the reduction of site hazards and the major types of remaining hazardous materials 
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Oak Ridge Reservation Site Briefings 
 

Y-12 NSC Site Overview 
 
 

Robert Gee, Manager 
Emergency Management Program 

B&W Y-12 LLC 
Phone:  (865) 576-5707 

E-mail:  geerf@y12.doe.gov 
 
 
Robert Gee has applied his background in nuclear, biological, and chemical military defense with an 
undergraduate degree in Biology to the field of emergency management. Mr. Gee is employed by B&W Y-12 
Technical Services LLC as the Manager of the Emergency Management Program Organization at the Y-12 
National Security Complex (NSC). Mr. Gee is also a member of the DOE Region 2 Radiological Assistance 
Program. His previous experience includes 10 years as an Operational Health Physicist at the DOE Savannah 
River Site and the Oak Ridge Reservation and 5 years as a Senior Emergency Preparedness Analyst at the Y-12 
NSC. In addition, he served as a U.S. Army Officer for 4 years where his duties included Nuclear, Biological, and 
Chemical Defense. Mr. Gee has a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology and 36 hours of graduate course work in 
Nuclear Engineering. 
 
 
Y-12 National Security Complex Site Overview 

 Overview of the Y-12 NSC and its missions 
 Status of the Y-12 Emergency Management Program 
 Major types of hazardous materials 
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Oak Ridge Reservation Site Briefings 
 

ORNL Site Overview 
 

David Milan, Manager 
Emergency Management Department, UT-Battelle 

Phone:  (865) 574-6952, E-mail:  miland@ornl.gov 
 

And 
 

Dirk van Hoesen, Director 
 Integrated Facilities Disposition Project 

Nuclear Operations Directorate, UT-Battelle 
Phone:  (865) 574-7264 

E-mail:  vanhoesensd@ornl.gov  
 
Dave Milan and Dirk Van Hoesen know as much about the Oak Ridge National Laboratory (ORNL) as almost 
anyone working on the Oak Ridge Reservation (ORR) today.  
 
Dave Milan acquired an undergraduate degree in Zoology and a Master of Public Health degree. These university 
degrees provided him a significant, technical foundation and enabled him to become certified as an Industrial 
Hygienist, which he maintains today. From 1994 through 2000, Mr. Milan served as the Director of Safety and 
Health for the Lockheed Martin corporate organization and later for UT-Battelle at ORNL. In 2001, Mr. Milan 
was asked to take on the challenging task of developing and managing an Emergency Management Program at the 
ORNL. Accordingly, Mr. Milan became responsible for the development of operational systems and the 
implementation of federal requirements associated with emergency planning, preparedness and response. His 
managerial responsibilities also came to include the Laboratory Shift Superintendent’s 24/7 Laboratory 
Emergency Response Center. Mr. Milan is responsible for ensuring that key emergency response organization 
personnel (over 200 members) are trained on appropriate emergency response procedures, processes, and 
protocols for control and mitigation of emergency situations.  Mr. Milan is a leader and has been recognized by 
UT-Battelle as such. 
 
Dirk Van Hoesen started his career in 1975 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Mechanical Engineering and a 
Master of Science degree in Environmental & Water Resources Engineering. Mr. Van Hoesen continued his 
training with an Atomic Energy Commission Health Physics Training Fellowship and a course of study in 
Environmental Engineering Law. Among his many accomplishments, he served as the Project Manager for the 70 
million dollar Gunite Tank Remediation Project, an interim remediation effort that was performed to remove highly 
radioactive, mixed, transuranic sludges from eight, 50 year-old, underground, ORNL storage tanks.  His leadership 
on the Gunite Tank Remediation Project were recognized as prime examples of the safe, innovative, productive, and 
cost effective remediation efforts that are conducted on the ORR. Having demonstrated significant leadership, top 
ORNL management asked Mr. Van Hoesen to manage the ORNL Environmental Management Program – Legacy. 
As Manager, he was responsible for the conduct of an $80 million, ten-year program to disposition legacy materials 
at ORNL.  During this time, Mr. Van Hoesen oversaw the development and conduct of a program to identify and 
eliminate environmental legacies at ORNL. As a result of his leadership, Mr. Van Hoesen was asked to serve as the 
Director of the ORNL Integrated Facilities Disposition Project (IFDP) which he does today.  
 
ORNL Site Briefing 

• A status report on the Emergency Management Program at ORNL  
• An overview of the ORNL Environmental Management American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funded 

cleanup   
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New Initiatives, New Partnering from the American 
Red Cross 

 
Scott Chippendale, Disaster Services Chairman 

Appalachian Chapter of the American Red Cross 
Phone: (865) 594-5479 

Email: scottchip@comcast.net  
 

And 
 

Mary Beth Birge, Directory of Disaster Services, 
Knoxville Area Chapter of the American Red Cross 

Phone: (865) 584-2999 
Email: birgemb@knoxarc.org  

 
 
As two accomplished American Red Cross leaders, Mr. Scott Chippendale and Ms. Mary Beth Birge are well-
known among the leadership of the East Tennessee chapters. 
 
Scott Chippendale started with the American Red Cross Disaster Services program almost 20 years ago. For the 
past 8 years, he has volunteered as the Disaster Services Chairman of the Appalachian Chapter serving Anderson 
County and the City of Oak Ridge. He is the current Chairman of the Board. He is a qualified Disaster Services 
Instructor and a Community Disaster Education Specialist. Mr. Chippendale has managed a number of disaster 
responses including tornadoes, flooding, and fires. Mr. Chippendale is currently employed with B&W Y-12 as a 
Criticality Safety Officer in the Y-12 National Security Complex Product Certification Department. Mr. 
Chippendale also served in the military for many years and is a retired United States Navy Submarine Force 
Veteran. 
 
Mary Beth Birge is the Director of Disaster Services for the American Red Cross, Knoxville Area Chapter. She 
has been with the Red Cross for 6 years and led relief operations for the Red Cross, Knoxville Area Chapter such 
as the Unitarian Church shooting, Hurricane Katrina, and the response to Hurricane Gustav. Ms. Birge is a 
graduate of Indiana University with a degree in Public Affairs.  
 
New Initiatives – New Partnering from the ARC  

 Scott Chippendale and Mary Beth Birge will focus on the local levels of Red Cross response where 
new initiatives and new partnerships are actually executed  

 Mary Beth Birge and Scott Chippendale will describe how the new Red Cross response model 
engages corporate, community, and foundation partners and results in enhanced levels of service in 
large disasters  

 Mary Beth Birge will focus on new partnering efforts of the American Red Cross, including the 
National Sheltering System 

 This breakout session is an opportunity to hear a comparison between the current and proposed 
service delivery models 
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The TVA Fly Ash Spill – Response and Recovery Operations 
 

Howie Rose, Director, Roane County Office 
of Emergency Management & Homeland Security 

Phone: (865) 717-1175 
Email: hrose@roanegov.org  

 
And 

 
Neil Carriker, PhD, Environmental Advisor 

TVA Fly Ash Recovery Project  
Phone: (865) 717-6514 

Email:  necarriker@tva.gov  
 
Howie Rose and Dr. Neil Carriker have been deeply involved in the TVA Kingston Steam Plant fly ash spill 
response and recovery efforts. These two speakers today have a better understanding of the event, and the 
recovery from it, than perhaps any other set of response and recovery officials. 
 
William Howard (Howie) Rose Jr. shares his abundance of energy and his passion for Emergency Management 
and Homeland Security with everyone he encounters. Raised and educated in Roane County, Tennessee, Mr. Rose 
is a professional who works hard to improve the way in which his home county and the East Tennessee region 
manage emergency situations. Mr. Rose also maintains excellent working relationships with federal and state 
agencies, including the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency and the Department of Homeland Security.  
Mr. Rose acquired substantial training as an Emergency Medical Technician and as a nationally registered 
Paramedic. He joined the Roane County Emergency Medical Services in 1995 and served as the County’s 
Paramedic First Responder Program Coordinator until he was appointed the Director of the Roane County Office 
of Emergency Services and Homeland Security. As Director, he is responsible for managing the emergency 
management and homeland security programs as well as the Roane County Fire Department. He has served as an 
instructor and adjunct faculty member for the U. S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and Roane State 
Community College and is certified to teach several courses through DHS and TEMA. 
 
Dr. Neil Carriker is a native of Charlotte, North Carolina. He received a Bachelor of Science in Chemistry from 
The University of North Carolina at Charlotte and a M.S. and Ph.D. in Environmental Engineering Sciences from 
the University of Florida. Following a post-doctoral appointment at the University of Minnesota, Dr. Carriker 
began a 31-year career as an Environmental Engineer and Manager at the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA). He 
recently retired from TVA and now is an environmental consultant, currently contracted to TVA in support of 
environmental clean-up and remediation of the December 2008 spill of 5.4 million cubic yards of fly ash at 
Kingston Steam Plant. Dr. Carriker’s professional interests and experience include design and implementation of 
water quality and ecological monitoring programs, evaluation of effects of land use on stream and lake quality, 
remote sensing of environmental conditions, reservoir limnology, aquatic toxicology, geochemistry, aquatic 
biology and chemistry, and effective communication of scientific information to both professional and lay 
audiences.  
 
TVA Fly Ash Spill – Response and Recovery  

• Very brief description of the spill (From the perspectives of both Roane County and TVA) 
• Initial response monitoring—rationale and program design 
• Current monitoring program (i.e., changes in focus since initial response) 
• Current priorities for recovery operations, and progress to date 

 



2009 Oak Ridge Regional Emergency Management Forum 
“Planning & Recovery – Before & After Emergencies” 

 
 

Transportation of Radiological Hazardous Materials 
 

Elgan Usrey, Assistant Director, Preparedness 
Tennessee Emergency Management Agency 

Phone: (615) 741-2879 
Email: eusrey@tnema.org 

 
And 

 
Zeke Vanderpool, Federal Officer/Liaison 

National Nuclear Security Admin./Eastern Command  
Phone: (865) 576-8878 

Email:  ivanderpool@doeal.gov 
 
Elgan Usrey has acquired two distinguished careers in his active life after completing a Bachelor of Science in 
Chemistry. Mr. Usrey spent nearly 20 years as a member of the U. S. Army, culminating in the rank of Major 
with the Army Chemical Corps. Mr. Usrey continued his education during his military career with graduate work 
in Business Management and attendance at the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College. After retiring 
from the Army, Mr. Usrey joined the Tennessee Emergency Management Agency (TEMA).  Mr. Usrey is one of 
few TEMA officials today who possess a thirty year depth of knowledge of Tennessee’s emergency management 
and response system. Mr. Usrey has served in the following TEMA capacities: Hazardous Material Technician; 
Area Coordinator; Emergency Management Planner; Chief of the Exercise and Training Group; Radiological 
Protection Officer; Manager, DOE Planning Group; Director, Plans and Programs Division; Deputy State 
Coordinating Officer for Federal Declared Disasters; Manager, Mitigation and Recovery Division; Manager, 
Mitigation and Planning Division; and Manager, Technical Hazards Division; and, in September 2008, Mr. Usrey 
accepted the call to serve as the Assistant Director, Preparedness for TEMA.  
 
Zeke Vanderpool knows what emergency planning and emergency response are all about. Mr. Vanderpool 
brings to the Forum a distinguished 20-year career in the U. S. Military. Mr. Vanderpool served as a member of 
the 20th Special Forces Group, National Guard component (Airborne) and now serves as a Team Sergeant for the 
20th Group Chemical Reconnaissance Detachment. Mr. Vanderpool served in a combat role in Afghanistan in 
2002-2003. Mr. Vanderpool also possesses a 12-year career in a variety of law enforcement positions that include 
a County Sheriff’s Deputy, a Federal Police Officer, and an NNSA Federal Agent.  Today, Mr. Vanderpool serves 
as a Federal Officer/Intel Operations Specialist for the National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA) in the 
Office of Agent Operations, Eastern Command. Mr. Vanderpool’s collegiate educational background consists of a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Agricultural Science. 
 
Transportation of Radiological Hazardous Materials 

• An overview of the Waste Isolation Pilot Program (WIPP) involving the transportation and disposition of 
Transuranic (TRU) Waste  

• An overview of the organizational structure, functions, and operations of the Office of Secure 
Transportation 
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Emergency Planning, Response, and Recovery in Tennessee 
Public Schools 

 
Brian Browning, Emergency Management Coordinator 

University of Tennessee – Knoxville 
Phone: (865) 974-3061 

Email: brian-browning@utk.edu  
 

And 
 

Steve Griffin, chief Security Officer 
Knox County, Tennessee Schools 

Phone: (865) 594-3624 
Email: griffins4@k12tn.net  

 
Brian Browning is the Business Manager for the Office of Senior Associate Vice Chancellor for the Division of 
Finance and Administration at the University of Tennessee (UT). Currently, he assists with administrative 
oversight of operational and emergency management issues associated with the following departments: 

Facilities Services   Graphic Arts    Parking & Transit Services 
University Police  Mail Services    Bookstore 
Warehousing & Surplus  Capital Project management  Dining Services 
Thompson-Boling Arena Transportation Services 

Mr. Browning joined UT in 2001 as an Investigative Auditor for the Internal Audit Department. In 2002, he was 
promoted to Senior Investigative Auditor. During his auditing tenure, he worked on several high profile fraud 
cases that included two university presidents and encompassed all five campuses and two institutes. He has held 
his current position since 2005. In addition, Mr. Browning served as a Sergeant with the Knoxville Police 
Department Reserve Unit for 13 years. He holds a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree, both from UT-Knoxville. 
 
Steve Griffin has been affiliated with the Knox County, Tennessee Public School system for over 20 years and 
has held the position of Chief Security Officer for 11 of those years. Mr. Griffin knows the school system better 
than most Knox County educational system staff or faculty members. Mr. Griffin acquired substantial law 
enforcement experience over 10 years by serving as an employee of the City of Knoxville Police Department. Mr. 
Griffin acquired a Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice, with a Minor in Criminal Justice Administration. As an 
example of his continuing dedication to his craft, Mr. Griffin continues his education by taking course work 
through The National Crime Prevention Institute at the University of Louisville, KY, The Jimmy Ryce Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children in Alexandria, Virginia, and the National School Safety Center at Pepperdine 
University in Westlake Village, California. Mr. Griffin has provided consultation services to several East 
Tennessee school systems. He also serves as an Adjunct Professor with the University of Tennessee Law 
Enforcement Innovation Center and teaches on the subject of best practices in school safety across Tennessee. 
 
Emergency Planning, Response and Recovery in Tennessee Public Schools 
Mr. Browning will address the following subject areas: 

 Before the Virginia Tech Tragedy 
 After the Virginia Tech Tragedy 
 What we do at the University of Tennessee – Knoxville 
 

Mr. Griffin will address the following K-12 School Safety subject areas:  
 Before Columbine 
 After Columbine 
 What we do in Knox County, Tennessee  
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The Oak Ridge Regional Emergency Management Forum 
Steering Committee 

 
 

Chair:  Leon Duquella, Emergency Management Team, DOE ORO 
 
 

Stuart Bayne, AWD Management Services, Inc. 

Randy Fair, Office of Science, DOE ORO 

DiAnn Fields, Public Affairs Office, DOE ORO 

Susan Gawarecki, Chair, ORR Local Oversight Committee 

Robert Gee, Manager, Emergency Management, B&W Y-12 LLC 

Tony Hart, Manager, Emergency Management, Bechtel Jacobs Company LLC 

Scott Hawks, Manager, Emergency Management, NNSA Y-12 Site Office 

Thom Kerr, Emergency Management Training, UT-Battelle 

Teresa Lawlor, Emergency Planning Specialist, B&W Y-12 LLC 

Robert Linnabary, Doctor of Veterinary Medicine, Consultant 

Norman Mulvenon, ORR Local Oversight Committee 

Melyssa Noe, Environmental Management, DOE ORO 

Trish Polfus, Safety, Methodist Medical Center of Oak Ridge 

David Tindell, Tennessee Emergency Management Agency 

Courtney Haggard, Acting Manager, URS/Washington Division 

Bud Yard, Manager, Tennessee Department of Environment & Conservation 

Jody Zorsch, Director, Morgan County Emergency Management Agency
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Thank you for your feedback! 

2009 Oak Ridge Regional Emergency Management Forum Evaluation Form 
 
To better meet your individual needs and to plan future activities, please complete the following information. 
Please leave your completed form at the registration desk or with the instructor in the last breakout session. Forms 
may also be faxed to (865) 576-9781 or completed online at www.oakridge.doe.gov/oremforum.  

Affiliation: (Check one) 

 County EMA 
 State of Tennessee 
 EMS 
 DOE 
 NNSA 

 DOE/NNSA Contractor 
 Fire 
 Hospital/Medical 
 911 Coordination 
 Law Enforcement 

 Public Advisory Group 
 Public Health 
 Public Information 
 Disaster Response 
 Other ________________

Record additional comments on back of form 

Instructions: 
Check one box in the right-hand columns that reflects your opinion of the following statements. 

Needs 
Improvement Acceptable Very Good 

1. The Forum provided an opportunity to network with emergency management professionals.    

2. The Forum increased my knowledge of emergency management topics.    

3. Presentations were relevant to my needs.    

4. Seating was sufficient (sessions not too crowded).    

5. Indoor displays were accessible (Exhibit area not too crowded).    

6. Evaluate the breakout session topics. 
Check one box in the right-hand columns that reflects your opinion of the session topics. Not Useful Useful Very Useful 
Session 1 
New Partnering, New Initiatives from the American Red Cross 
TVA Fly Ash Spill – Response and Recovery Operations 

   

   

Session 2 
Transportation of Radiological Hazardous Materials 
Emergency Planning, Response, and Recovery in Tennessee Public Schools 

   

   

7. Please provide feedback on indoor displays. 
 
 
 
8. Please provide feedback on outside exhibits. 
 
 
 
9. Please provide feedback on the website. 
 
 

 
10. What did you like best about the Forum? 
 
 
 
 
11. What improvements would you recommend for future Forums? 
 
 
 
 
12. How often would you like this Forum event to occur (every year, every two years, every three years, never, or any other frequency)? 
 
 
13. Suggestions for future topics: 
 
 
 
 






